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Death Penalty Action Continues to Be a South Carolina Issue 
 
Our diocese currently holds board membership on the South Carolina Christian Action Council 
(SCCAC) and South Carolinians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty (SCADP). The first is a long-
established ecumenical group based in Columbia; the second, an interfaith group active across the 
state with a base in Columbia and Greenville. Sister Pamela Smith, SS.C.M. is on the board of 
SCCAC, and Deacon Brian Hansen serves on the board of SCADP. There has been a hiatus in 
executions in our state, but it is very possible that they may resume after election season and 
inauguration of new state officials. 
 
This July 23, SCCAC and SCADP jointly sponsored a film presentation entitled “Prisoner by Choice,” 
followed by a panel discussion. The film featured the ministry of the legendary “Frankie San” (Kyuzo 
Miyoshi), a prison librarian at SC’s Central Correction Institute who quite literally shared life, his 
personal income, and his deep Christian faith with inmates and was responsible for many 
conversions within the prison and many restorations to new life for parolees and exonerees. The 
book about his life, Frankie San: A Burning and Shining Light for Christ (by S.K. Wilkerson) was one of 
the bi-monthly Book Club choices for SCADP in 2025.  
 

           
 
The SCADP Book Club keeps people informed about criminal justice and both historical and 
contemporary concerns regarding the death penalty. Discussions since the last issue of this 
newsletter included the books By Hands Now Known: Jim Crow’s Legal Executioners (Margaret A. 
Burnham) and Last Chance Live! (Helena Haywoode Henry). The book club discussions, held on 
Zoom, often include the authors as part of the discussion.  
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Annual July Event Draws Ecumenical Groups in the Lowcountry 
 
Family Promise of Beaufort County is an organization sponsored by several area churches and civic 
organizations. Over the years it has housed families in crisis in various church settings — but several 
years ago it opened a fully equipped facility in nearby Jasper County which can house up to 7 families 
for three months. The goal is to offer families safe, secure shelter and an opportunity to rebuild their 
lives. This July 24, Family Promise and Catholics for the Common Good (St. Gregory the Great Parish) 
hosted the annual Christmas in July festivities. There were gifts for 24 children currently in residence 
with at least one parent with them.  
 
The children and youth prepared a wish list in advance, and it appeared that all the wishes were 
granted, if not with the specific gift, at least with a similar gift or gift card. The young people received 
everything from stuffed animals and toys to electronic devices, Nike shoes, soccer equipment, and 
even a mannikin head on which a young girl could practice for her possible future as a cosmetologist. 
Along with Christmas carols, Santa and Mrs. Santa made an appearance, stories were told, and hot 
chocolate and home-made cookies feted the guests. 
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International Friendship Potluck 
 
Another annual activity, which has drawn St. Gregory parishioners and clergy but also ministers and 
parishioners from area churches, is the International Friendship Day potluck. This event, originating 
with the United Nations, is marked each year on July 30. Catholics for the Common Good at SGG 
celebrate it on a date near that one and send invitations through the parish bulletin and by regular 
mail to churches within driving distance. Participants are encouraged to wear ethnic dress and 
prepare meals which reflect their own ethnic heritages. 
 
This year’s celebration took place on Saturday, July 25. The photos just happen to highlight some of 
our recognizable Catholic participants. We also got a photo of Latter-Day Saints (Mormons) in 
conversation with local Council of Catholic Women leaders. 
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Upcoming Ecumenical & Interfaith Events to Help SC Citizens 
 Thursday, August 6—assisting mental health issues in parish life. Register through 

SCCAC, held at Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Sumter, SC, 8:30 AM-4:30 PM 
 Tuesday, August 18—Society of Friends at Nickelodeon Theater in Columbia, 6:30 

PM, presenting “Atomic People” on survivors of Hiroshima and Nagaski with panel 
on nuclear developments, including at Savannah River Site, and just war theory 

 Wednesday, August 19, 9:30-2:00—Multi-Faith Neighbors Network, “safety net 
training”—to prevent enmity and violence. Held from 9:30 AM to 2:00 PM at 10624 
Metromont Pkwy, Unit 302, Charlotte, NC 28269. Register through 
https://forms.gle/4cA8QBeRzqtboUvF8.  

 
 
Interfaith Partners of South Carolina (IPSC) host and promote numerous opportunities 
IPSC is another group in which we hold active board membership. The organization functions as a 
clearing house for information about ways in which to dialogue and cooperate among our many 
faith traditions. The August 18-19 events are among activities the group promotes. Since the last 
newsletter IPSC has been particularly active not in fundraising but in “friend-raising,” through its 
monthly First Thursday coffee breaks to which all are invited. The idea is that barriers among 
people are broken down when people sit, drink coffee, enjoy snacks, and simply get to know one 
another in a relaxed setting. A Cayce, SC coffeehouse is the ideal location—and worth traveling to, 
even if every month is not possible. 
 

        
 
Another annual IPSC event is a spring day in which we celebrate the gift of water by gathering at a 
local river, socializing with people who frequent the park, and having a chance to trade ideas and 
help people learn a bit about our faith traditions.  
 
This year’s event was on April 25. It included a display of Catholic materials and the Religious 
Traditions of South Carolina book, edited by Sister Pam from materials collected by Wendelin 
Russell, a Jewish artist and activist from Aiken. At the point at which each participant was invited to 
pray at the riverside and pour a sample of water from another location, the Congaree River got what 
probably was its first dose of Lourdes water.  
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An Invitation Which Came Our Way through IPSC 
 
Immigration, the plight of refugees, and the situations of detainees in the United States has been at 
the forefront of the news and dispatches from the Holy Father, the USCCB, and numerous religious 
and civic organizations. Through connections built with IPSC, we were invited to join participants 
from Mt. Pleasant and Columbia to take a training with Jesuit Refugee Service on April 13 for its 
Advocacy Day held live and on online venues with national legislators on April 21.  

 
We were able to contact staff members from the 
offices of Representative Nancy Mace and 
Senator Tim Scott and were referred to another 
staffer of the late Senator Lindsay Graham. We 
asked for immigration reform, humane treatment 
of detainees, respect for religious sites, and 
adherence to religious rights—including clergy 
access for those who are being held in detention 
centers. 
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Celebrating Seder 
 
Amid all the tensions in the Mideast and the warfare with Iran, we who live in the Lowcountry have 
found Rabbi Brad Bloom to be an initiator of interfaith relationships and cooperative efforts. Our 
office has partnered with Rabbi Bloom of Beth Yam Synagogue, Hilton Head since the pandemic. 
This March 24, Beth Yam hosted an interfaith Seder, attended by United Methodist, Lutheran, 
Presbyterian, Episcopalian, Unity Church, and Catholic faith representatives and clergy. Each guest 
was treated to a delicious Seder meal and gifted with a full color artistic book on Seder traditions. 
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Farewell to the Rabbi 
 
Many of the attendees at the Seder, along with others, gathered again on May 1 to participate in a 
Shabbat service to bid Rabbi Bloom farewell as he retires from active ministry—but clearly intends 
to remain engaged in the local community. 
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It isn’t too soon to begin to plan for interfaith and ecumenical events. Special times 
include: 

 Ongoing celebrations of the 250th anniversary of the USA  
 Thanksgiving services 
 Dialogues about Hannukah and Christmas  
 Invitations and open houses—all January, Interfaith Harmony Month 
 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day celebrations  
 Prayer during Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25, 2027 
 Passover and Easter observances 
 National Day of Prayer, May 6, 2027 
 Opportunities for days of service throughout the year—food pantries, community 

clean-up days, rallies for special causes after disasters, etc.  
 
This year the theme for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25, 2027, is “Do not 
be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” (Luke 
12:32) 
 
Over the past several years, we have either hosted or participated in Christian Unity Week services 
in Columbia, Charleston, Summerville, and Bluffton. If you wish to host one, please contact our 
office for resources. You can also find prayer services, logos, and the like at oikumene.org and 
usccb.org/committees/ecumenical-interreligious-affairs/ecumenical.  
 
 

 


