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TOGETHER IN FAITH AND FRIENDSHIP  No. 16 

Office of Ecumenical & Interreligious Affairs           

Diocese of Charleston                    October 2025 

        

Contact  

Sister Pamela Smith, SS.C.M., Ph.D., Director 

psmith@charlestondiocese.org  (843) 819-7991 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Sixtieth Anniversary of Nostra Aetate 

        
Interfaith Coffee Breaks are being held across the Midlands, a bimonthly initiative of IPSC (Interfaith Partners 
of South Carolina).  In another initiative, an art installation, crafted by Wendy Russell of IPSC, in cooperation 
with SCCADVASA, creates an outdoor booth area for prayer and quiet. Ribbons symbolize societal afflictions: 
purple for domestic violence,  teal for sexual assault, dark blue for child abuse, orange for gun violence and 
dating violence, white for violence against women, black for mourning, gold for prayer and healing. Columbia 
and Aiken have been among the sites for the artistic display.   
____________ 

On October 28, we celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Vatican II Declaration on Relations 
with Non-Christian Religions, Nostra Aetate.  This document emphasized the Jewish roots 
of our Christian faith, the monotheistic beliefs and prophetic traditions we share with Islam, 
and the respect we hold for Oriental religions which prize meditation, peace-making, and 
self-surrender. The Vatican II fathers called for mutual respect among faith traditions.  It 
reminded us that we can discover things which are “holy and true” in these various religions.  
While this document has sparked years of study, dialogue, and shared public commitments, 
it is often lived out here in South Carolina by local actions—small steps in cooperation and 
understanding.  A number of concrete events in which we have participated illustrate the 
variety of ways in which we Catholics can and do cooperate with persons of many faiths on 
behalf of the common good. 
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On August 14, the Parliament of the 
Worlds’ Religions held a Zoom meeting 
regarding interfaith awareness. Among the 
various speakers was Father John 
Pawlikowski, emeritus professor of 
theology at Catholic Theological Union in 
Chicago—and a collaborator with us in an 
ecumenical project launched by the 
USCCB in 2020. The Parliament was 
celebrating Interfaith Awareness Week 
with this online event. 
 

The Interfaith Partners of South Carolina (IPSC) have begun hosting Interfaith Coffee Breaks.  
(See photo advertisement for the next one on page 1).  These events, which we attended and 
will attend at places like Hideout Café in West Columbia (September 25) and the upcoming 
one in Lexington (November 7), offer casual interchange and updates on civic projects in 
which we can cooperate.  Another interfaith event, sponsored by the State Department of 
Aging, was an all-day symposium on health care issues of seniors.  It was held at the State 
Archives and History Center in Columbia on October 9.  Along with information sharing, it 
presented an opportunity for networking with various faith groups and agencies engaged in 
outreach to the elderly poor.  
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Another partnership has developed is between IPSC and SCCADVASA, the South Carolina 
Coalition Against Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault.  While most of the sessions it 
sponsors focus on public awareness and advocacy, it has also launched an art installation 
project which is traveling around the state.  A Jewish member of IPSC, Wendelin (Wendy) 
Russell, has created an outdoor ribboned booth which creates a space for prayer and quiet 
for victims and interested persons.  Launched in Aiken on April 13, 2025, the art installation 
has booked several locations, with the Columbia Museum of Art hosting the October 25 
presentation.   (See the photo of the outdoor ribbon installation on page 1). 
______________ 
Palmetto Journey of Hope Invites Prayer and Reflection on Death Penalty 
In recent years, we have held board membership on South Carolinians for Alternatives to the 
Death Penalty, an ecumenical group which has also attracted interreligious membership.  
Catholic representation has been held, first, by Sister Pamela Smith, and most recently by 
Brian Hansen of Greenville, who anticipates ordination to the permanent diaconate on 
February 1, 2026.   
Every year October is devoted to the Palmetto Journey of Hope, a celebration around the 
state of worship events and information sessions on the death penalty.  Brian Hansen 
hosted and offered testimony at a well-attended one at Our Lady of the Rosary in Greenville 
on October 15.  Sister Pam attended sessions at Benedict University in Columbia on October 
9 and served as pianist at a prayer vigil at Washington Street Methodist Church in Columbia 
on October 19.   
 

      
Rev. Jimmy MacPhee (speaker in the left photo) was a long-time occupant of death row.  After being freed from 
prison, he became a minister who counsels inmates and persons returning to society after incarceration.  Like 
Moses Anderson (right, in the second photo), he offers testimony and shares prayer about the possibility of 
rehabilitaion, the reality of miscarriages of justice, and the damaging effects of the death penalty.  At the event 
at Benedict University, Moses was joined by Yvonne Patterson Johnson, who not only had a brother on death 
row for many years but also had two children who were murdered as young adults.  She is a passionate 
opponent of the death penalty. 
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An Invitation to a Learning Day with Episcopalians and United Methodists 
    

            
 
Rev. Canon Ramelle McCall is a newer board member of the South Carolina Christian Action 
Council (SCCAC).  Active at the Mother Emmanuel anniversary observances in Charleston 
in June, he also participated in the online Faith Leaders’ Conversation of Resistance on 
August 18, which highlighted advocacy for the poor and afflicted in the state and in war-torn 
areas around the world. Connecting with him online and in person, including at SCCAC 
board meetings, led to an invitation to participate in a Learning Day in Sumter which was 
held on October 18, sponsored  by the Episcopal Diocese of South Carolina and co-hosted 
by Trinity United Methodist Church and Good Shepherd Episcopal Church. 
 

Among the topics of the day were the accomplishments of members of racial minorities in 
education, health care, social services, and political life in the Sumter area and beyond.  But 
also among the topics was the current crisis of immigrants and the seizure of people who 
are being detained in raids.  As the morning educational sessions wound down to an after-
lunch worship service, the theme of the immigration was highlighted by art work displayed 
on the rustic walls of Good Shepherd Episcopal Church.  The paintings and the child’s dress 
give voice to the plight of those held in cells where they await deportation—and depict a 
unity of heart with the USCCB, which has, with Pope Leo XIV, decried inhumane treatment 
of immigrants and migrants. 
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While the sanctuary of Good Shepherd is very traditional, the side walls call attention to the least of the 
brothers and sisters, particularly those being detained and deported these days.  The sermon at the worship 
service offered by SCCAC Executive Minister Rev. Dr. Regina Moore enumerated the spiritual and practical ills 
which Luke the physician would find—and lament—if he were to walk the streets of our nation today.  The 
photos on the bottom of the previous page and on this one show three of the four depictions of detainees in 
mass caged detention and a dress from a seized child. 
________________   
Walk for Water Supports Ecumenical Water Mission 
It’s an annual event every fall: the Walk for Water, supporting the Christian organization, Water 
Mission, based in North Charleston.  This September 13 and 20, the Beaufort and Bluffton areas 
had an amazing turnout for prayer and inter-church cooperation.  We were grateful for the presence 
of young people.  Water Mission serves tens of thousands in the rural US and in global areas 
desperate for clean water. 

t       
St. Gregory’s Catholics for the Common Good were well represented and were happy to join in prayer and the fund-
raising for this long-time ecumenical cause. 
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_______________ 
Season of Creation Again Highlighted as an Educational Opportunity 
Since Laudato Si’ was issued by Pope Francis in 2015 more attention than ever has been 
paid to the duty of Christians and of all people to care for Mother Earth.  With Orthodox 
Christians, Catholics have observed September 1 through October 4, the feast of St. Francis 
of Assisi, as the Season of Creation.  Our schools and parishes have been on board with 
creation-conscious projects, STEM and STREAM (Science, Technology, Religion, 
Engineering, Arts, and Math) festivals and the like.  Below, are a few photos from a 
Lowcountry environmental art contest and a STEM fair. 
 

       
 

         
  

        
An annual event, Season of Creation 2025 activities were co-sponsored by Catholics for the Common Good, 
St. Gregory the Great Catholic School, and the Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius, in cooperation with area 
environmental groups.   
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Again, International Friendship Day Highlights Culture, Faith and Food 
 

 
 

         
For the fourth consecutive year, International Friendship Day, July 30, drew Catholics, a 
Baptist minister, Latter Day Saints, and others from the greater Bluffton area.  The food and 
some of the garb reflected ethnic traditions of participants.  Africa, India, the Pacific Islands, 
Germany, Ireland, Mexico, and Italy were represented in the food selections.  While many 
places around the state have ecumenical and interfaith Thanksgiving gatherings for worship 
and table-sharing, International Friendship Day offers additional opportunities for faith 
expression, fellowship, and learning family customs from neighbors. 
_______________ 
Multiple Opportunities for Faith Communities to Unite 

Immigration, racial justice, criminal 
justice, feeding the poor, providing 
care for needy elderly and persons 
with disabilities, advocating respect 
for human life from womb to tomb, 
protesting gun violence, sheltering 

the homeless, caring for children, protecting people from domestic abuse, acting on behalf 
of the environment, supporting outreach centers across the state: all of these and more are 
issues in which our statewide parishes and schools and Catholic Charities centers are 
involved, with ecumenical and interfaith support, through volunteer service and donations.   
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______________ 

Looking Ahead, Support and Participate in Christian Unity Week (January 
18-25, 2026) and Interfaith Harmony Month (January 2026)—and Let Us 
Know What Is Happening in Your Area.   
Columbia, Charleston, Aiken, and Other Areas Are Already Planning. 
Please let our office know of your events!   
psmith@charlestondiocese.org 

 

 
Please check the diocesan website and the Office of Ecumenical and Interreligious 
Affairs for an offering of newsletters and resources.  A new document called “Religious 
Traditions, Catholic Edition” is an adaptation of one prepared for the Interfaith Partners 
of South Carolina.  In less than 30 pages, it offers an overview of the many faiths 
represented in the state—with a general explanation of each, some notes about special 
feasts and celebrations, and items of special interest related to that faith in South 
Carolina (such as worship places, shrines, and notes on historical figures). 

 
Watch for announcements about various faith and culture events, prayer services, 
and dialogues on the web from:  

• Atlantic Institute  
• Charleston Interreligious Council 
• Interfaith Partners of South Carolina 
• South Carolina Christian Action Council 
• South Carolinians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty 

See Facebook pages and Websites of these organizations, plus those of Pamela A. Smith and 
Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius for faith formation and ecumenical and interfaith 
engagement.   

Also be sure to see the continuing coverage of the Bishop’s Via Fidelis plan and many Catholic 
matters on the Facebook page and Website of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Charleston. 


