
Deacon Tom has been married to Dorothy for over fifty years and they have
one married son and two grandchildren. He has designed and managed
manufacturing facilities for international companies for over 40 years in the
U.S., Canada, South Africa, Mexico and Japan, utilizing his BSME and MBA
degrees. While working overseas, he confronted firsthand the social injustice of
apartheid, poverty and disregard for human life. Throughout his adult life he
has been committed to promoting Catholic social teaching and the dignity of
human life. 

Retirement from corporate life in 2020 has allowed him to serve in many
ministries, including spiritual direction. He offers spiritual direction
primarily in the Diocese of Charleston. He was appointed by the Bishop
of Charleston to develop and serve as Coordinator of the Office of
Spiritual Directors in 2023 for the Charleston Diocese.

Deacon Tom can be reached at: twhalen@charlestondiocese.org

Deacon Thomas Whalen, M.A. Th., CSD

Deacon Tom Whalen received an MA in Theology
from St. Leo University in 2015 and was ordained into
the Permanent Diaconate in the Diocese of
Charleston, South Carolina, in 2016. He served as the
Director of Formation for the Office of Permanent
Diaconate. He received a Graduate level Certificate in
Spiritual Direction in 2019 and completed the Directed
Retreat Formation Program (including Ignatian19
Annotation) in 2022. Both certificates are from Spring
Hill College. He currently serves at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church in Greenville.
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