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Remembering the Emanuel 9—Ten Years after the Tragedy in Charleston 

           
The occasion was somber: the 10th anniversary of the night a troubled young white supremacist 
joined a Bible Study at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston—and, while 
heads were bowed in prayer, shot and killed nine people.  They included family and friends, 
distinguished elders, other clergy and the pastor, also a South Carolina state senator, Rev. Clementa 
Pinckney.    

Area faith leaders, ecumenical and interfaith groups, and Charlestonians were all invited to the 
remembrance.  On Wednesday, June 17, Mother Emanuel filled with parishioners and people of all 
faith traditions.  Among the notable guests were the Rabbi Hazzan Jeffrey Myers from Tree of Life 
Synagogue in Pittsburgh, PA, who became a close friend of Emanuel’s pastor Rev. Eric Manning.  
Rabbi Myers lived through a slaughter of worshippers at his own synagogue in October 2018.  Also 
among the guests, addressing the epidemic of gun violence in the nation were former astronaut and 
current U.S. Senator Mark Kelly and his wife, former Congresswoman Gabby Giffords, who survived 
and remains affected by a targeted shooting.  Family members of the deceased took the podium to 
share remembrances and to offer prayers and condolences.   

While it hardly seemed like a time for smiles, there were really many, as Latter-day Saints, 
Episcopalians, United Methodists, Baptists, Roman Catholics (including a pilgrimage group from 
Bellarmine College in Cincinnati), Jewish people, Muslims, Pagans, and people who simply came 
out of good will recognized one another and joined in marking the day.  The next evening a Bible study 
was joined by other Christians and people visiting the area, another part of the week-long memorial. 
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Praying and Keeping Vigil as South Carolina Continues Executions 

The South Carolina Catholic Conference, South Carolinians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty, 
and the South Carolina Christian Action Council have all been active in regularly petitioning state 
officials and showing up at prayer vigils in the hopes of ending the death penalty in the state.  After 
the resumption of executions on September 20, 2024, there have been more executions by lethal 
injection or firing squad: on November 1, 2024; January 31, 2025; March 7, 2025; April 11, 2025; and 
June 13, 2025.  The photos below show some of those represented in June as vigils were kept at 
Washington Street United Methodist Church after the presentation of petitions at the Capitol and 
outside Broad River Correctional Institution in Columbia, where the June execution of Stephen 
Stanko was carried out. 

 

      

      

Deacon Ed Kelly, diaconate candidate Brian Hansen, parishioners from various locations, and Deacon 
Stephen Burdick have been on hand to pray with people of many faiths as we have gathered during the hours 
leading up to each execution. 

 

_____ 
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Catholics for the Common Good Join an Anglican-Catholic Novena for Pentecost 

In late May, Catholics for the Common Good—a group formed at St. Gregory the Great to promote 
racial understanding, care for the environment, ecumenical cooperation, and Catholic social 
teaching—introduced a novena for Pentecost based on the theme “Thy Kingdom Come.”  From the 
evening of Ascension Thursday through Pentecost, the novena offers a daily reflection and 
challenges participants to follow its 5-5-5 program: prayer at 5:00 PM for 5 minutes for 5 people.  The 
people could include those personally known or a group of people (immigrants, those suffering the 
effects of war, prisoners on death row, hungry children, the unborn, etc.) as their 5.  The content of 
the prayer is that these individuals may come to know the love and mercy of Jesus.  The group began 
the novena with a longer time of prayer, Scriptural reading, and closed with “Come, Holy Ghost.”  
The novena originated in the Anglican community. Catholics and others have adopted it as well. 

      

The historic St. Andrew Chapel at St. Gregory the Great Church, Bluffton, hosted the 5-5-5 Pentecost novena. 
_____ 

The National Day of Prayer Brings Faith Communities Together 

A cloudy day could not dissuade a gathering of townspeople, faith community representatives, 
choirs and musicians, public officials, preachers, and police from observing the National Day of 
Prayer in Bluffton, South Carolina.  This year the Campbell Chapel Methodist Episcopal Church 
hosted at Veterans Memorial Park at Buckwalter Place.  Adults and children offered reflections, 
hymns, and patriotic songs.  As in the past, Catholics were among those present for the evening 
devoted to prayer for peace, mutual understanding, civic cooperation, and a spirit of brotherhood.    
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_____ 

Mepkin Abbey Dedicates Its Reconciliation Garden 

 

A sculptor, a Native American deacon (Deacon Larry 
Deschaine), the former director of the diocesan office of 
African American Ministries (Kathleen Merritt), South Carolina 
State university professors (including Catholic sociologist and 
anthropologist Alison McLetchie), local Protestant clergy, 
state and federal government leaders, benefactors and 
friends joined the monks of Mepkin Abbey in a massive project 
of remembrance.  On Saturday, April 26, Bishop Jacques 
Fabre-Jeune, CS, was officiant at the dedication of the Garden 
of Truth and Reconciliation at the Abbey.  It is devoted to the 
memory of the many unknown people who had lived and 
worked on the property long before the Trappist monks arrived 
in 1949-1950. As the monks approached the 75th anniversary 
of their arrival at Mepkin, they determined that a memorial to 

the Native Americans and former African American slaves laid to rest in unmarked graves on the 
abbey land should be remembered.  Memorial plaques, messages for reflection, and the inspiring 
bronze sculpture “Thy Father’s Hand,” by Garland Weeks make this a pilgrimage site for people of 
all faiths and races. 
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Some of the guests included women religious, Knights and Ladies of Peter Claver and Knights of Columbus, 
African priests serving in the Diocese of Charleston, university professors, and area townspeople. Below, 
left, Father Joseph Tedesco, OCSO, greets people before the procession to the garden. 
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_____ 

The South Carolina Christian Action Council and Many Faiths Mark Earth Day 

 

Ecumenical groups can’t help but also engage in 
civic concerns, whether having to do with health, 
safety, peace, criminal justice, religious freedom, 
or the environment.  For Earth Day, Rev. Dr. Regina 
Moore, United Methodist pastor and Executive 
Minister of the South Carolina Christian Action 
Council memorialized and honored the late Pope 
Francis and his “Laudato Si’” and called on 
members to engage in local initiatives to protect 
planet Earth.   

 

_____ 

SCADP Hosts Christian Dialogue about the Death Penalty 

Originally conceived as a public discussion for Christian Unity Week, April 9 found a panel of four, 
facilitated by Dr. Jonathan Leader of the University of South Carolina, speaking from their own 
religious traditions and experience about opposition to the death penalty.  Sister Pamela Smith, 
SSCM, representing the Diocese of Charleston, presented the Catholic position.  The audience of 
adults and university students were given more than ample time to ask questions of the speakers, 
and the feeling was that people had come to some clarity about why so many Christians and so many 
states in the U.S. have come to the conclusion that the death penalty should be ended.  Washington 
Street United Methodist Church in Columbia hosted, as they do for so many anti-death penalty vigils. 
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_____ 

Once Again, the Governor’s Office and Legislature Hold a Prayer Breakfast 

Each year, charitable organizations, religious groups, business leaders, and civic officials are 
invited to a prayer breakfast sponsored by the South Carolina legislature.  This year, as always, 
hundreds of participants showed up for an opportunity not only to pray together and hear inspiring 
messages but also to network.  Below are two scenes from the March 26, 2025 event. 

    

____ 

The Papal Nuncio, Our Bishop, and Others Join Archons of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate at USC to Highlight Religious Freedom 

 

The Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate are Greek 
Orthodox laity who support numerous charitable and 
religious causes.  This March 22 they used the Pastides 
Alumni Center at the University of South Carolina as the 
site for an ecumenical gathering on the theme of 
religious freedom.  The Apostolic Nuncio to the United 
States, Cardinal Christophe Pierre, was among the 
keynoters, along with Archbishop Elpidophoros of the 
Greek Orthodox Diocese of America, and Rev. Dr. Mae 
Elise Cannon, ordained pastor in the Evangelical 
Covenant Church and executive director of Churches for 
Middle East Peace.  Bishop Jacques Fabre-Jeune, CS, 
Rev. Msgr. D. Anthony Droze, Rev. Canon Gary Linsky, 
Rev. Rhett Williams, and I were privileged to be present 
for the ecumenical engagement. The theme was “God 
Created Us to Live in Harmony.” 
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Listening and sharing concerns with the Archons:  Right:  Rev. Rhett Williams, Sister Pam Smith, Bishop 
Jacques Fabre-Jeune, CS 

_____ 

An Ecumenical Sabbatical Group Studies Aquinas on Creation and Cardinal Virtues 

Each year the Springbank Retreat for Eco-
Spirituality and the Arts holds fall and spring 
sabbatical programs which attract women religious 
and ministers from North America and around the 
world.  This past February 26 was no different.  As in 
the past, one of the day-long programs is a 
presentation on Aquinas and Catholic beliefs about 
creation and the obligation to care for it. Sister Pam 
Smith, SSCM, presents the program, based on 
research for her doctoral dissertation, Aquinas and 
Today’s Environmental Ethics, 1995, with updates 
from recent papal and magisterial documents.    
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_____ 

USC Aiken Hosts a Panel on Religious Beliefs, with Father Wilson 

 

Both Christian Unity Week and Interfaith Harmony Month 
had passed when the University of South Carolina Aiken 
rescheduled what was to have been an interfaith dialogue for 
the campus community in mid-January—until it snowed.  On 
Thursday, February 20, Very Rev. Richard Wilson, VF, pastor 
of St. Mary Help of Christians and dean of the Aiken Deanery, 
joined a panel which included Jewish, Latter-day Saints, 
Sikh, and Quaker speakers, all of whom spoke about the 
basic beliefs of their respective faiths and then fielded 
questions prepared in advance by students of religious 
studies.  The Interfaith Partners of Aiken were instrumental 
in planning this joint venture with USC.   
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_____ 

Upcoming Events—2025  

Wednesday, July 30  International Friendship Day Potluck at St. Gregory the Great 
    Parish Life Center—11:00 AM-2:00 PM, an interfaith event 
 

September 1-October 4 Season of Creation, with various activities on behalf of Mother 
    Earth, including art contests, STEM/ STREAM fairs, blessings 
    of animals, prayer and environmental events 
 

September 13 and 20  Annual Walk for Water in support of the international Water  
    Mission, a Christian not-for-profit based in North Charleston; 
    Port Royal, SC on the morning of September 13; Bluffton on the 

morning of September 20.  (Sumter, Columbia, and North 
Charleston held spring events and will post 2026 dates later.)   

 

Saturday, September 13 South Carolina Christian Action Council and Appleseed host 
    an informative session on predatory lending; legal counsel will 

be present for consultation—at various locations around the state, 
on various days.  St. Gregory the Great hosts this one, from 9:30 AM 
to Noon 

 

Saturday, September 27 A food insecurity summit at Newberry College, all day 

 
 

Release Pending  Interfaith Partners of South Carolina asked Wendelin (Wendy) 
    Russell and Sister Pam Smith to work on a booklet about the 

many faith traditions in South Carolina.  Wendy did major   
 research on faiths and feasts, while Sister Pam edited 

    and composed the text.     
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Watch for announcements about various faith and culture events, prayer services, 
and dialogues on the web from:  

• Atlantic Institute  
• Charleston Interreligious Council 
• Interfaith Partners of South Carolina 
• South Carolina Christian Action Council 
• South Carolinians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty 

See Facebook pages and Websites of these organizations, plus those of Pamela A. Smith and 
Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius for faith formation and ecumenical and interfaith 
engagement.   

Also be sure to see the continuing coverage of the Bishop’s Via Fidelis plan and many Catholic 
matters on the Facebook page and Website of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Charleston. 

 

 

  
 
 
 


