TOGETHER IN FAITH AND FRIENDSHIP no. 14

OFFICE OF ECUMENICAL & INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS
DIOCESE OF CHARLESTON FEBRUARY 2025

CONTACT
SISTER PAMELA SMITH, SS.C.M., PH.D., DIRECTOR
psmith@charlestondiocese.org (843) 819-7991

CELEBRATING INTERFAITH HARMONY AND CHRISTIAN UNITY 2025

Interfaith Harmony Month in South Carolina and the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity,
always January events, both had good Catholic representation and leadership this year—
despite some unexpected snow and ice which postponed several gatherings. The Latter-
Day Saints (Mormons) and the University of South Carolina collaborated in hosting a
dialogue on religious freedom on January 15 at the Rice School of Law at USC. Very
Rev. Jay Scott Newman, diocesan Chancellor and dean of the Greenville Deanery, was
among faith leaders who spoke. Several Christian denominations as well as Jewish,
Islamic, and pagan communities were represented. Individual presentations in the
morning focused on religious history, episodes of persecution—past and recent, religious
liberty in South Carolina and the United States Constitution, and contemporary issues.
Just before the lunch break, the group was joined by two state legislators who addressed
current initiatives. In the afternoon, following presentations by two legal scholars,
panelists fielded questions about issues of mutual interest and concern as well as means
for increasing understanding and collaborating in efforts on behalf of the civic community.

Father Jay Scott Newman is shown here with some of the morning’s speakers and legislative representatives who
addressed the attendees at the Religious Liberty Conference on January 15. See the next page for additional photos.
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The afternoon panel is shown here, along with a section of the crowd in attendance—which included law students,
representatives of the Interfaith Partners of South Carolina, the Interfaith Partners of Aiken, and our diocesan office.

Another event, now nearing its 20™ year, is the invitation by St. Joseph Catholic School
in Columbia for faith leaders of their students to participate in a prayer service during or
around Catholic Schools Week. This year’s unity prayer was held Friday, January 24.
Various clergy offered readings and messages. Among those attending with the student
body, faculty, and guests was Holli Emore, president of the Interfaith Partners of South
Carolina. At the service Monsignor Richard Harris read a message of support from

our Office of Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs. A few photos of clergy appear here.

*A rescheduled interfaith event is a panel at USC Aiken to be held on the campus
H&SS bldg.116) on Thursday, February 20, at 11:00 AM. Very Rev. Richard Wilson,
pastor of St. Mary Help of Christians and Dean of the Aiken deanery will speak.




CHRISTIAN UNITY WEEK—AND BEYOND—AROUND THE DIOCESE

Every year for more than 100 years, the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity has been
sponsored by the World Council of Churches, and it has long been advanced by both the
Vatican and the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. At the urging of Bishop
Jacques Fabre-Jeune, CS, we have been collaborating with the Greek Orthodox and
others in having—and this year hosting—an ecumenical service to supplement the
interfaith events sponsored by the Charleston Interreligious Council. An increasing
number of our parishes and deaneries were represented at local prayer services.
Because the week often coincides with the national observance of Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day, there are often special parts of the program to mark that as well. The photos which
follow this article are representative of the Christian Unity Week celebrations. Catholics
helped organize, host, and pray at these services.

One of the first of the observances was hosted by Charity Missionary Baptist Church in
North Charleston. There, on Sunday, January 19, Judge Arthur McFarland was
presented with a special award from the YWCA for his work as an advocate for racial
justice. In his acceptance address, the judge credited the Oblate Sisters of Providence
with inspiring him to become a Catholic and to be among the first to integrate Bishop
England High School—and then to go on to Notre Dame University. The following day,
Bluffton held its annual Martin Luther King Day celebration, which always has an
emphasis on youth. The presence of Catholics for the Common Good and other St.
Gregory the Great parishioners was noted.

In Summerville, Very Rev. Ray Carlo, pastor of St. John the Beloved Church and Dean
of the Charleston deanery, and Deacon Joe Dennis, Pastoral Associate, on January 28,
hosted area Protestant clergy and parishioners in a unity prayer which also had the
purpose of raising funds for Help of Summerville. Lutheran, Anglican, Holiness,
Presbyterian, and Church of God clergy were among those who spoke and encouraged
the prayer and cooperation in aiding the poor which was modeled here.

On January 31, our Holy Family Chapel at the Pastoral Center in Charleston was the site
of a special morning prayer for Christian Unity. Bishop Fabre-Jeune preached, while
Monsignor D. Anthony Droze, the Vicar for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs, led the
service. Clergy from the First Christian Church, United Methodist, and Reformed
Episcopal Church and Dena Fokas Moses, past president of the Charleston Interreligious
Council, member of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, and graduate of Blessed
Sacrament School and Bishop England High School, all took roles in the readings and
prayers. Deacon Michael Carter served as master of ceremonies for the bishop, while
Deacon Jeff Mevissen joined visitors and chancery staff who attended.

Finally, on Sunday, February 9, newly ordained Deacon Ed Villalobos read the gospel
and preached at a unity service held at St. Andrew Hall, on the property of St. Gregory
the Great. The event was hosted by the Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius who reside
in the parish and their SSCM Associates and guests of other faiths. (See photos on page 4.)
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Parishioners from St. Patrick’s in Charleston (left) were among the many on hand for the Christian Unity
Week service at which Judge Arthur McFarland was honored for his decades of dedication to racial justice.
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Clergy and parishioners from many denominations were present for the Unity service at Charity Missionary

Baptist Church in North Charleston, marking Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. Hymns, preaching, and the awards

ceremony for Judge McFarland were supplemented by a reflective dance segment.
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The custom in Bluffton is for youth to plan Martin Luther King Day program at the town hall, which is then
followed by a sermon given by one of the local clergy. After the program, a parade forms which includes
student and religious groups, among them Catholics for the Common Good from St. Gregory the Great.
Parishioner Lisa Sulka, former mayor of Blufton, is always on hand for the ceremonies and parade.




St. John the Beloved Catholic Church hosted local ministers and parishioners in a Christian Unity Service
which was also a consciousness and fund raiser for Help of Summerville. Rev. Thulie Bereford, a Lutheran
chaplain, preached, while Deacon Joe Dennis led the prayer. T service was followed b cheon.
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(above).

(Below) Holy Family Chapel at the diocesan Pastoral Center was the venue for a special Christian Unity
Week service led by Rev. Monsignor D. Anthony Droze, with Bishop Jacques Fabre-Jeune, CS, presiding
and preaching. Seen below are some of the attendees and guest clergy.




CATHOLICS JOIN OTHER FAITHS IN RESPONSE TO RESUMED
EXECUTIONS IN SOUTH CAROLINA

Shown above: Marion Bowman, executed January 31. Brian Hansen, candidate for the permanent diaconate,
continues to pray and be active in posting information about upcoming execution. Here he is at Broad River Correctional
Institute hours before Bowman’s execution.

As this edition of the newsletter is being composed, South Carolina has scheduled the
third in a series of planned executions of prisoners whose sentences have been on hold
for more than a decade. Many still are not aware of the official condemnation of the use
of the death penalty which has been made clear in the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
As each execution date approaches, petitions are circulated for presentation to Governor
Henry McMaster pleading for a commutation of the sentences and for cessation of
executions. Once a date is set, the South Carolina Catholic Conference joins South
Carolinians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty (on which we hold board membership)
and other groups in planning letter-writing campaigns, signature collection on petitions,
and prayer vigils. On the morning before the scheduled execution, the final collection of
petitions is presented at the state capital to the governor’s office, and in the evening a
prayer vigil is held, with one in Columbia often hosted by Washington Street United
Methodist Church. On the late afternoon of the execution, an additional vigil is held at
Broad River Correctional Institute, where the executions take place. Priests, religious,
deacons, and candidates for the permanent diaconate have been among the participants
in a number of these services. Parishes, such as St. Martin de Porres in Columbia, have
also offered special prayers at daily Mass in the days leading up to the planned
executions. Our readers are asked to inform our Ecumenical and Interreligious Office
when they host or participate in these services or have parishioners present at vigils.
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World Day against the Death Penalty, Oétober 24,“204‘/‘
Monsignor D. Anthony Droze, Vicar General and Vicar for Ecumenical and Interreligious
Affairs, was among the many faith leaders who gathered at the capitol in Columbia on
October 10, 2024 for World Day against the Death Penalty. The rally included media who
heard the appeal to both governor and legislators to end the death penalty and work for
alternatives (life imprisonment, where appropriate, restorative justice where possible).
Our diocese has also supported the Palmetto Journey of Hope by presence and
participation, a series every October in which former inmates of death row who have been
found innocent, family members of prisoners, and family members of victims of capital
crimes offer testimony against the death penalty.

Photos of Catholic participants in the first of these prayer vigils appeared on the front
page of the 13" edition of this newsletter (which can be found on the resources and
newsletters button attached to this office on the diocesan website). To be updated on
death penalty and justice issues, see www.scadp.org (South Carolinians for Alternatives
to the Death Penalty) and information blasts from the South Carolina Catholic
Conference.)

Left:The execution of Brad Sigmon has been set for March 7, 2025. As in the previous two cases, questions persist
about the nature of the crime, legal procedures, and about the guilt of the man sentenced to death.

Right: A victim of a robbery in which she was seriously injured and her minister father was murdered testified at
Palmetto Journey of Hope gathering at McGregor Presbyterian Church in Columbia, SC, this October.


http://www.scadp.org/

CHICAGO HOSTS CHRISTIAN, JEWISH, AND ISLAMIC ETHICISTS

B For more than 30 years, Sister Pam
Smith has been a member of the Society
of Christian Ethics (SCE), a professional
group consisting of those who teach on
the college and graduate level or serve
in religious ministry. For well over a
decade, the SCE has shared its meeting
time and place with the Society of Jewish
Ethics and the Society of Scholars of
Muslim Ethics. Plenary sessions are
held jointly, and members can choose
from many smaller groups for special
sessions throughout the convention that
is typically held from Thursday evening through Sunday in January—this year from
January 9-12. Both this year and last the convention was held in Chicago. Discussions
focused on medical, environmental, and social ethics, matters of racial justice, ethics and
liturgy, and pedagogy.

At one small group sessions, we were surprised to discover that three
of us are teaching and ministering in South Carolina: with USC in
Columbia, Presbyterian College, and Saint Leo University (permanent
diaconate program).

| There was abundant time for theological and scholarly discussion, as
! with this Jesuit from Boston College who hosted a discussion on grief.
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INTERFAITH PARTNERS
OF SOUTH CAROLINA ..

and
ON THE GO!

We hold board membership in IPSC, based in Columbia. Many of the activities of Interfaith
Harmony Month included tours of worship sites, interfaith discussions, and listening sessions. The
group is active all year ‘round, however, with monthly meetings online, occasional lunch or dinner
gatherings, and a tour this October 15 of Mepkin Abbey to observe midday prayer and visit the
new Reconciliation Garden, which memorializes the slaves and Native Americans who were
buried in unmarked graves on the abbey property nearly a century before the Trappist monks
arrived. The garden will be officially dedicated by Bishop Jacques Fabre-Jeune, CS, this April
26. On November 18, the group collaborated with a USC student group called Interfaith A to Z in
a day with Dr. Adrian Bird, of Charlotte, who spoke on religious discrimination and means of
inviting both students and adults into conversation about mutual interests and mutual concerns.
Jewish and Muslim, Hindu and Christian, Pagan and Unitarian Universalists were among the
participants in an eye-opening conversation. In recent months, IPSC has promoted an interfaith
book group, MLK services, webinars on domestic violence and assault, and the annual
Tenenbaum lecture at USC on anti-Semitism and the Holocaust.

The IPSC tour group at Mepkin, and the Hand of God sculpture installed at the Reconciliation Garden




SOUTH CAROLINA CHRISTIAN ACTION COUNCIL ENGAGES

Whether it is Thanksgiving, Advent, Christian Unity Week, Lent, Pentecost, or any other season
or Christian feast, SCCAC typically is involved in activities and prayer events that bring people
together. This year has been no exception, with an Advent series online under their sponsorship.
SCCAC also is active on the state level with initiatives to end predatory lending, oppose capital
punishment, and promote racial justice and understanding, and many of us have shown up for
these events, especially at the state capital. The best place to find their in-person and online
events are on Facebook®. Note the worthwhile program from this past Advent which incorporated
social teaching and Scripture.

ADVOCATE THIS

ADVENT

NOVEMBER 26, DECEMBER 3, 10, 7
TUESDAYS | NOON + 7 P EST REBROADCAST

CO-LEADERS
KENDAL L. MCBROOM
REGINA H. MOORE

THANKSGIVING CELEBRATIONS BRING PEOPLE OF FAITH TOGETHER

The Interfaith Partners of Aiken once again promoted an interfaith Thanksgiving service at Frist
Baptist Church on November 16, 2024. The First Presbyterian Church in Hilton Head hosted one
on November 25, and the Charleston Interreligious Council held one at Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim
(KKBE) Synagogue on November 26. All of these had Catholic presence.

Thanksgiving service of prayer and reflection at First Presbyterian, Hilton Head Island, November 25, 2024. More
photos, showing this event and also Thanksgiving at KKBE in Charleston, appear on page 11
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With Rabbi Brad Bloom and Rev. Therese Lee in Hilton Head (left) and Monsignor Droze
delivering Thanksgiving message at KKBE synagogue in Charleston, neighbor to St. Mary’s.

Whether the hosting site for ecumenical or interfaith events is a temple, a mosque, a synagogue,
or a church, there always seems to be a reception before or after. Ecumenists and promoters of
interfaith understanding emphasize the importance of hospitality in building relationships.
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From the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue: Dialogue and Proclamation; Reflection
and Orientations on Interreligious Dialogue and the Proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Rome, 19 May 1991, §42

There exist different forms of interreligious dialogue. It may be useful to recall those mentioned
by the 1984 document of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue. It spoke of four forms,
without claiming to establish among them any order of priority:

a) The dialogue of life, where people strive to live in an open and neighborly spirit, sharing their
joys and sorrows, their human problems and preoccupations.

b) The dialogue of action, in which Christians and others collaborate for the integral development
and liberation of people.

¢) The dialogue of theological exchange, where specialists seek to deepen their understanding of
their respective religious heritages, and to appreciate each others’ spiritual values.

d) The dialogue of religious experience, where persons, rooted in their own religious traditions,
share their spiritual riches, for instance with regard to prayer and contemplation, faith and ways
of searching for God or the Absolute.

To all Deans, Pastors, Administrators, and Deacons:

Our Bishop has set an example of building bridges through intercultural understanding
and sharing resources of our faith with other Christians and those from other religious
traditions. Please let this office know if you are having ecumenical or interfaith services,
activities, celebrations, and outreach projects. We would like to be aware of these—which
we know to be arich array—and to publicize them to the best of our ability!

Left: Bishop Jacques Fabre-Jeune, CS, preaching at Christian Unity service, with Emeritus Bishop Robert
E. Guglielmone participating, along with Monsignor Droze, deacons, and chancery personnel.

Right: Newly ordained Deacon Ed Villalobos reading the Gospel and preaching at a Christian Unity Prayer
Service with lay Associates of the Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius in Bluffton.
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