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From the Desk of Sr. Kathy...
Dear Friends,
 
I pray you had a joy-�lled Easter with family and friends. May the season of blooming �owers and
beautiful weather allow you to re�ect on the newness of life that Jesus has promised us. The readings
for the Easter season are so wonderful. You may want to read the daily readings for mass and re�ect
on their meaning for your life. You can easily read them by clicking
here.
 
This month is Child Abuse Awareness Month. In the last issue of the Miscellany, the O�ce of Child
Protection was highlighted regarding many of the issues addressed by the Diocese in recent years. For
those parishes that would want to begin or continue the program, Healing Our Church (RENEW
International), please do not hesitate to contact our o�ce. We are here to serve you.  
 
In case you did not get a chance to read our Bishop’s Easter message, I thought it might be
appropriate to publish here. In the past twelve years while ministering in the Diocese of Charleston, I
have come to know our bishop more than some. May I take this opportunity to thank him for his many
decades of service to Holy Mother Church, for his holiness and prayer life and for his service especially

https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading
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to God’s poor. May our gracious God, Bishop, guide you as you leave the People of God of Charleston
soon.
 
There are some very interesting updates in this issue of Buzz News. I hope you �nd something of value
to you and your ministry. May the Risen Lord continue to bless you and watch over you and your
families.
 
Peace and all good,
 
Sr. Kathy Adamski, OSF
Associate Director  
O�ce of Spirituality and Formation for Ministry 

Earth Day 2021
This year, Earth Day (April 22, 2021), has us once again re�ect on Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si’,
“On Care for Our Common Home.” The Holy Father’s message is loud and clear: caring for our
environment is a fundamental tenet of our Catholic faith. As such, Earth Day presents a golden
opportunity for teaching about Laudato Si’ as well as the Catholic principle of Care for God’s Creation,
one of the seven principles of Catholic Social Teaching.  
 
Here are 10 ways to make your observance of Earth Day a truly Catholic experience from Joe Paprocki
of Loyola Press. 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0ahUKEwiQ9oOMztTLAhXLLyYKHTsLDrAQFggjMAE&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usccb.org%2Fissues-and-action%2Fhuman-life-and-dignity%2Fenvironment%2Fupload%2Fecology-resource-all.pdf&usg=AFQjCNGNuWHub1N__gdyFP31mjQT8W6vPQ
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching.cfm
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2016/04/10-catholic-ways-to-celebrate-earth-day/


58th World Day of Prayer for Vocations -- April 25, 2021
There is a sense of direction from the Lord to foster vocations, “Pray the Lord of the harvest to send
laborers into his harvest” (Mt 9:38; Lk 10:2).

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR THE 2021
WORLD DAY OF VOCATIONS
Saint Joseph: The Dream of Vocation

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/vocations/documents/papa-francesco_20210319_58-messaggio-giornata-mondiale-vocazioni.html


Sr. Kathy's Vocation Story
 
Who would ever think that a young woman trained in business and owning a 1976 Silver Camaro with
a burgundy interior would join a Franciscan religious community? I had a great life…good job, dated
nice guys, went clubbing on the weekends, went on vacations and yet something was missing. The
picture up above was taken of me on top of Mount Washington in New Hampshire circa 1977.
 
At 19, I was invited to a retreat at our Motherhouse in Pittsburgh, PA by my high-school English
teacher, and life changed forever. I continued to work, date and go on retreats. And the more retreats I
attended, the more peace I found. Sisters at one of our local convents invited me on picnics and to
their place for prayers and dinner, and I saw the simplicity of their lifestyle and their camaraderie was
to be admired.
 
Two years later and after attending more retreats and having monthly contact with the vocation
director, I entered the Franciscan community of sisters that taught me for 12 years. It was so inspiring
how much they were in love with Jesus. I admired their work with the poor and the deep sense of
community that enabled them to live out their vocational life’s call with integrity and trust in God’s
providential care. The community sent me to college, permitted me to attain two Masters Degrees,
Formation in Spirituality and many other educational and spiritual opportunities. I attended some
seminars and workshops with the greatest theologians, psychologists and spiritual directors. When
people ask me how I am, I can honestly say, “I am blessed.”
 
From young people, I seem to always get the question, “Sister, would you make the same decision you
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its challenges, but deep down, I know God has graced me abundantly to live such a wonderful life.
 
Sr. Kathy atop Mount Washington in New Hampshire circa 1977

Vatican Launches New Sign Language YouTube Channel
In an effort to reach out to people with disabilities, the Vatican has launched a new Sign Language
service on its YouTube account, and plans are being made to develop other technological tools that
would help the disabled more easily access papal content. On Easter day, the Vatican’s new, “No One
Excluded” project formally went live after 4 years of preparation, offering those with hearing
disabilities access to the pope’s livestreamed general audiences and Angelus and Regina Coeli
addresses.
 
As part of the project, two new Sign Language channels are now available the Vatican’s YouTube
account, one providing translation into Italian Sign Language (LIS), and the other offering American
Sign Language (ASL) translations of the pope’s remarks.  
 
According to Sister Veronica Donatello, head of the Italian bishops’ National Service for the Pastoral
Care of People with Disabilities, the addition of Sign Language intensi�es efforts by the Vatican and
the Italian bishops “to build an increasingly evolved and inclusive society through a synergetic action
that contrasts the culture of waste, putting the person at the center.”  
 
To read the article from Crux.now in its entirety, click here.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLC9tK3J1Rlab3_fu_0mAu9LmYor9fvfJQ
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvfBugR3Zn-BzmEHcxbQbQPZBlfySpsQE
https://cruxnow.com/vatican/2021/04/vatican-launches-sign-language-youtube-channel-to-build-inclusivity/


Paolo Ru�ni, head of the Vatican's communications department, and Sister Veronica Donatello, head
of the Italian bishops’ National Service for the Pastoral Care of People with Disabilities, announce the
Vatican's new Sign Language YouTube channels. (Credit: Vatican Media/screenshot.)

Amoris Lætitia Family Year
On March 19, 2021, the Church celebratef the �fth anniversary of the publication of Pope Francis’s
apostolic exhortation Amoris Laetitia, on the beauty and joy of love in the family. On this same day,
Pope Francis launched the year “Amoris Laetitia Family,” which will conclude on June 26, 2022, during
the X Meeting of Families in Rome with the Holy Father.



National News

April is National Child Abuse Awareness Month
In 1983, President Ronald Reagan formally established April as Child Abuse Prevention Month. In
every year since, the nation has come together to bring awareness to the child abuse epidemic
plaguing the United States of America. This April, an estimated 150 children will die due to abuse or
neglect. In reality, it’s an even greater number.
 
This past January, RENEW International completed their training in the Diocese of Charleston with
parish coordinators and signed up parishioners for the program, Healing Our Church. In March of last
year, some parishes began the program. For those parishes whom would like to either begin or pick up
with the program, the O�ce of Spirituality and Formation for Ministry would help to support your
efforts for Fall of 2021. Please contact Sr. Kathy at kadamski@charlestondiocese.org regarding how
best to start or continue this valued program.

mailto:kadamski@charlestondiocese.org


US-Mexican Border
The bishops along the border of the United States and Northern Mexico have issued a joint statement
on the situation at the border of the two countries. Their joint statement follows:
As U.S. and Mexican bishops along the border, we witness daily the dilemma that our migrant sisters
and brothers face. For most, the decision to migrate is not motivated by an indifference toward their
homeland or the pursuit of economic prosperity; it is a matter of life or death. The situation is all the
more di�cult for children.
 
Challenges such as these require humanitarian solutions. Undoubtedly, nations have the right to
maintain their borders. This is vital to their sovereignty and self-determination. At the same time, there
is a shared responsibility of all nations to preserve human life and provide for safe, orderly, and
humane immigration, including the right to asylum.
 
For that reason, we renew our appeal to our governments, to political leaders, and civil society, that
they work together to welcome, protect, promote, and integrate migrants in accordance with their
intrinsic dignity, as well as work with other countries in the region to eliminate conditions that compel
their citizens to resort to dangerous and irregular migration, producing long-term solutions. “Unlike
disagreement and con�ict,” Pope Francis reminds us, “persistent and courageous dialogue does not
make headlines, but quietly helps the world to live much better than we imagine.” T
 
To read further: Situation at the U.S.-Mexico Border | USCCB
 
Getty Images 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/ZI4mCwpx9QfL0NwNuK1n-q?domain=u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net
https://www.usccb.org/news/2021/situation-us-mexico-border


Local News

Bishop Guglielmone's Easter Message 2021
This is not simply talk or an abstract concept. In the same way we know that Christ is truly present in
the Eucharist, we also know that those who have gone before us continually sing before the throne,
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord.” Many of our brothers and sisters have gone to the Lord during the
pandemic, but we know they are not separated from us; they sing to the Lord and pray on our behalf.
The prophet Isaiah spoke of it in the Old Testament, and it was rea�rmed by St. John in Revelation:
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty, who was, and who is, and who is to come.”
 
As many of you may know, I submitted my resignation, as all bishops must do, on my 75th birthday.
This may be my last Easter as your bishop, so I would like to re�ect on what we have overcome
together these past 12 years: We have faced a thousand-year �ood, hurricanes, the tragedy of Mother
Emanuel, protests and riots, a pandemic, and countless other obstacles to our faith. Yet here we
remain. The faith of Catholics in South Carolina remains. This incredible trust and continued
faithfulness is reinforced at Easter for a single reason: the holy Risen Lord, Jesus Christ.
 
As with all clergy, bishops are appointed, serve, and eventually retire. We come and we go. But Christ,
the head of his Church and the cornerstone of his Church, remains the same yesterday, today and
forever. We trust that, in believing in Him, we have eternal life. We have the hope of salvation and a
future in the presence of our Lord – a future when we too will sing at the foot of the throne: “Holy, holy,
holy is the Lord God!”
 
May God bless you and your families throughout this Easter season. Please keep me in your prayers
and know that you remain in mine.



University of Dayton's VLCFF Registration for Cycle 4 Now Open
Through a partnership with the Diocese of Charleston and the O�ce of Spirituality and Formation for
Ministry, University of Dayton’s Virtual Learning for Faith Formation community is offering courses at
reduced prices. Classes are available in both English and Spanish.  
 
Registration for Cycle 4 begins April 14 and runs through May 12. Classes begin May 16.
 
 
Click Here for Cycle 4 Course Offerings in English
Click Here for Cycle 4 Course Offerings in Spanish
See what UD has to offer at https://vlcff.udayton.edu.
 
GRANT MONEY IS NOW AVAILABLE FOR TUITION ASSISTANCE.
Contact Sr. Kathy Adamski, OSF via email to kadamski@charlestondiocese.org or call 843.261.0498.

https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/?lang=en
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/?lang=es
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/?fbclid=IwAR2Hv_OzCOsQxB0hdCvqy4bY0z04y0YW1r522ZFGMW9FnqwDQgE9O7lxoqM
mailto:kadamski@charlestondiocese.org


Heather and Bruce Buono Complete University of Dayton's
VLCFF Adult Formation Leadership Certification Program
Congratulations to Heather and Bruce Buono for completing the Adult Leadership Certi�cation
Program through University of Dayton's Virtual Learning Community. Below they share their journey in
the hopes that others will take part in this worthwhile program.
 
We are thrilled to have recently completed our Adult Formation Leadership Certi�cation program
through the University of Dayton’s Virtual Learning Community for Faith Formation (VLCFF). We
began our journey with VLCFF approximately eight years ago when the Archdiocese for Military
Services implemented a requirement for all catechists to complete a continuing education course
within two years. Being in the military and dealing with new training requirements was nothing new so
we signed up for our class, Church History. Never did we realize how much this would spark our desire
to formally study, enrich, and deepen our faith.  
 
Once retired, our old Diocese was already partnered with the VLCFF program so we jumped in to
continue our education, that was four years ago. Since then we have been blessed with amazing
facilitators and wonderful co-learners in courses on Scripture, RCIA, Our Hearts Were Burning (within
us), Christian Morality, Prayer, Ecclesiology and many others. During the last year we felt called to the
Adult Formation Leadership certi�cation program. While there were prerequisites, the seven course
program taught us to understand the ways adults learn, methods to manage an adult faith
enrichment program, and to gain a boost in spirituality as a catechist.
 
The courses are mostly �ve weeks in length and the online format allows for working when your
schedule allows. The discussion boards are a great opportunity to exchange ideas and get
suggestions for your own program, particularly in a focused course like RCIA. But, the best part of the
courses is the interaction with others. In our certi�cate courses we journeyed with �ve other students
who became friends from around the country. Each had their own unique perspective depending upon
their current situation.
Just as we expect professionals to continue studying their profession, we’ve learned as Christians it’s
extremely important to study our faith. We are looking forward to practically using what we learned in
our certi�cation courses and we’re looking to what course we’ll take next. We highly recommend
VLCFF for all Christians; there’s something in the catalog for everyone as either a single course or for a
serious course of study in an area of interest.
 
Heather and Bruce Buono
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Simpsonville, SC



Congratulations Deacon Bert Chavez!
We have a new Spiritual Director in the diocese! Congratulations to Deacon Bert Chavez, St. Mary
Magdalene parish in Simpsonville, for completing his studies.



Resources

"A Man and A Father" Free Virtual Conference begins Friday,
April 23
It is time to remember our identity as men of honor, rooted in Christ. This Conference is about
rediscovering our identity, our Christian anthropology, as men, equipping ourselves with the knowledge
to resist the today's assaults on Fatherhood, and embracing a true identity as bearers of God's
Fatherly love for all humanity.
 
Click here to register and download the conference schedule.

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmetanoiacatholic.krtra.com%2fc%2f3hfsWL9Uwpa4%2fVMKyQ&c=E,1,u9IBWuIrVMkj7AA2Pkhp8AiUaUIzp3HoMkyPgL_LwJ2v2aysfZmnZ2nAycMcOFP3MXS8TmnDPJScBOAUeWr8xU3oiJ9sj_oB8tiOp6qhYAMjFMDGaA3K&typo=1


Book of the Month

Why Are You Afraid? Have You No Faith? by Pope Francis
The COVID-19 pandemic has left an indelible mark on our lives, and the same is true for the Church.
Masses were suspended for months, people could not receive the sacraments, and during that time
Pope Francis celebrated Mass alone every day. Why are you afraid? Have you no faith? collects some
of the words from the pope's daily homilies when the world was in isolation during the "long Lent" in
the spring of 2020, as well as Angelus messages and prayers he delivered.
 
This book is �lled with poignant photos that bring to life Pope Francis' words of support and
encouragement, especially from his extraordinary blessing "Urbi et Orbi" in an empty St. Peter's Square
at the Vatican on March 27, 2020. The dozens of photos in this book illustrate the themes often
evoked by the Holy Father during the pandemic, including fraternal love, solidarity, the common good,
and the virtue of hope.
 
Commemorating an historically important chapter in both the papacy of Francis and the history of the
modern world, this book is another avenue by which the Holy Father shares his uplifting message of
wisdom, hope, and love with those who have suffered in pain, loneliness, and fear. Despite the dire
challenges we have faced during this pandemic, Pope Francis reminds us that evil does not destroy
con�dence in God, and it does not break the solidarity of humanity.



Movie of the Month

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Based on true events, Lady of Guadalupe is a moving religious discovery juxtaposing folklore and
present day. Historically signi�cant recreations are used to illustrate the origin of her prevalent and
powerful symbolism of Mexican identity and faith. When a young and ambitious reporter (Guillermo
Iván) is assigned an article on faith, he �nds himself enmeshed in the legend of Juan Diego and Our
Lady of Guadalupe. Skeptical of miracles and the importance of modern-day Christianity, the reporter's
investigation takes him from cynic to true believer as his personal limits are tested.  
 
(NEWS PROVIDED BY Vision Films, Inc. Mar 18, 2021, 08:31 ET)

Lady of Guadalupe - Trailer

https://www.prnewswire.com/news/vision-films%2C-inc./


Factoid of the Month

Sisters Against Human Trafficking
Tens of thousands of brave Catholic sisters are �ghting human tra�cking head on, often putting their
own lives on the line. As part of our Keeping the Faith series, NBC’s Cynthia McFadden tells the story of
strong women who have been working mostly in the shadows until now.
 
Click here to watch a 10-minute segment entitled Sisters against Human Tra�cking featured on the
Today Show on March 31 or click here to read "An Army of 'very brave' nuns �ght child tra�cking' from
NBC News. 
 
Sister Rose Paite consoles a woman in the Guwahati Railway Station in Assam, India.Jake Whitman /
NBC News
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https://www.today.com/video/catholic-nuns-lead-global-fight-against-human-trafficking-109423685640
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/hidden-army-very-brave-nuns-fight-child-trafficking-n1262640?icid=canonical_related
https://www.facebook.com/groups/309585820032820
https://s.smore.com/u/ee551f15600ec3b2e254b7765887f3c4.png
http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=901%20Orange%20Grove%20Road%2C%20Charleston%2C%20SC%2C%20USA&hl=en
mailto:kadamski@charlestondiocese.org
tel:843.261.0498
http://www.charlestondiocese.org/formation-for-ministry



