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All are invited to celebrate and dialogue on the History of Black Catholics in the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Charleston. This event is a part of our 200th Bicentennial of the      
Diocese of Charleston. This two day event consists of activities that center on the rich 
history of Evangelization of Black Catholics in South Carolina. The history of Catholic 
Schools and Parishes in and for the Black community throughout the years. You will 
hear stories of Black Catholics attending prestigious boarding schools in the North and 
South, Segregation and desegregation and the role the diocese played during the Civil 
Rights Movement. 

St. Martin de Porres will serve as your host for this historical occassion. Franciscan  
Friar, Paul Williams, will be returning to South Carolina to serve as our Homilist and 
keynote speaker. The Most Reverend Robert E. Guglielmone, Bishop of Charleston, 
will celebrate the Mass and share a few words with us following the Mass; a youth 
track facilitated by Dr. Allison McLachie and Sr. Roberta Fulton, SSMN; and a panel of 
notable “Black Catholic History Makers” including Kathleen Merritt , Rev. Michael 
Okere and Arthur C. McFarland. 

You are welcome to bring your Mardi Gras masks for Friday Night and encouraged to 
wear your African Attire on Saturday for this Special Bicentennial celebration! 

Schedule of Events 

Friday, February 21, 2020 – Panel led dialogue and Mardi Gras affair 6:45 pm - 11:00 pm 

A panel led discussion on Catholic Schools in and for the Black Community followed by a 
Mardi Gras Party with New Orleans style Mardi Gras, Food and Dancing. Separate Youth track 

COST $10.00 per person. Youth up to 18 years old Free 

Saturday, February 22, 2020 - Mass, Lunch, Dialogue and Speakers. Liturgical Dancers,        
Heritage Choir and youth track -10:00 am -3:00 pm 

                        COST $10.00 per person. Youth up to 18 years old Free 

Registration for both days is $20.00. DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION 02/12/2020 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO RSVP GO TO: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/88874250275 

 

Heritage Date 

Father Paul Williams, OFM 
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The 2017 Congress 12 Pastoral Plan of Action           (For 
Black Catholics)     

   https://nebula.wsimg.com/96557e126389b688f85933c9e207c67f?AccessKeyId=BC1D04F48C0411888F51&disposition=0&alloworigin=1 

                                                

 

 

Letter from Birmingham Jail Study Guide - Full Documents 

http://www.usccb.org/_cs_upload/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/african-american/resources/120160_3.pdf 

 

MLK DAY “ A Ministry Moment by Kathleen Merritt                                                                                        
https://youtu.be/OigxaoIZlZ4 

Resources 

Prayer for the African American Family                                                                                                                                            

http://www.solidgroundministry.com/NDPAAAF2019-How_To_Celebrate_This_Day_2019.pdf 

Ways to Celebrate—A Ministry Moment by Kathleen Merritt                                                                                        

https://youtu.be/Sah9yPupT-E 

Webinar: The National Black Catholic Congress XII Pastoral Plan -2017 

The webinar was presented by Fr. Steven Thorne. It is not only informative, but gives 
concrete actions for parishes and youth/young adults to implement over the next five 
years. Check out this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2eO7n1f_v9k 

South Carolina Council of Catholic Women; where 

all women in the diocese of Charleston are members. 

Find out more at https://www.scccw.org 

http://www.usccb.org/_cs_upload/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/african-american/resources/120160_3.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2eO7n1f_v9k
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 “Our show includes Singing, Storytelling and some history pieces about the Charleston           

Diocese.   We will hear from The Most Reverend Robert E. Guglielmone, Bishop of Charleston, 

Fr. Jay Scott Newman and Fr. Michael Okere.   Our Cooking segment, Sister Act 2 in the Kitch-

en with Sr. Pamela Smith and Sister Roberta Fulton will provide you with two delicious one pot 

recipes that are easy to make, has very little clean up, and will feed a lot of people. That’s right 

Larry, and In addition to all of that fun!,   Larry is going to take you to work with him over at the 

school where you will get to see and hear the St. Anthony of Padua Catholic School choir that 

he directs.  We also have a Christmas Story that has become a tradition for the show. It is 

called “If I were a goose” and it is being told by Franciscan Friar, Patrick Tuttle. Our Co-hosts 

for the show are Lillie Golden and Larry McCullough. Enjoy!”                           

                                  Kathleen Merritt 

 

TV CHRISTMAS SPECIAL   

“ An Afternoon in the Upstate with the Roman Catholic Diocese of Charleston”                                             

A 200th year Bicentennial celebration 

Aired Christmas Day on Fox Carolina in the Upstate.  Missed it?  You can Watch now! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kcjgAcwfpNQ&feature=youtu.be 

A Recommended Book To Read this Month  

“ STANDING IN THE SHOES MY MOTHER MADE” By Diana L. Hayes 

Caption: Black women in America have carved out a distinctive and instructive faith stance 
that is influential well beyond the historic black church. Diana L. Hayes, a leading                     
commentator and forger of womanist thought, especially in the black Catholic setting, here 

offers strong brew for what ails the church, the Christian tradition, and the world. You can 
purchase this book at https://www.amazon.com/Standing-Shoes-My-Mother-Made/dp/080069757X 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Standing-Shoes-My-Mother-Made/dp/080069757X
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Native American Ministry Discussion Resources 
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Native American Ministry Discussion Resources 
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 Asian and Pacific Islanders Resources 

Registration 
is open 

 

https://tekconf.org/conferences 

Native American Ministry Resources 
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 Asian and Pacific Islanders Resources 

WWW.MIDATLANTICCONGRESS.ORG 
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Tune in to “A Ministry Moment”  every Monday Morning at 7:10 a.m. in the upstate on 

radio channel 107.3 FM. During the Tom Joyner in the Morning Show.  Or follow us 

on the web at  http://sccatholic.org/ministry-moment. 

What We Have Seen and Heard : A  Reflection and Dialogue on 
Peace.  A Parish , School, and Community Event. 

This is a gathering in response to the recent racial turmoil in our country that has 

put a spotlight on the “racial divide” that exists in American.  This interactive  expe-

rience is being facilitated by Kathleen Merritt and the staff with the Office of Ethnic 

Ministries.  The dialogue will include a discussion a pastoral letter written by Bishop Edward K. 

Braxton of Belleville, Ill.—The Racial Divide in the United States: A Reflection for the World Day of 

Peace 2015.    

If you are interested in hosting one of these gatherings in your parish, please contact the Office of 

Ethnic Ministries and we will bring the program to you.  Over 800 Catholics in the Diocese of 

Charleston has participated.   Peace begins with you and me!   Contact Kathleen Merritt  

FOR DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION TRAINING CONTACT ETHNIC MINISTRIES  

Promoting Peace and Social Justice Initiatives 

Diversity Inclusion and Empathy Training and Resources for school 
staff, students, youth groups and other Catholic organizations please 
contact Kathleen Merritt with the Office of Ethnic Ministries. Training 

is designed to address your particular need.   

 

To download your complimentary copy click below 

 

https://nebula.wsimg.com/a857aad1fe7d763f8aec71ff9f742caf?AccessKeyId=BC1D04F48C0411888F51&disposition=0&alloworigin=1 
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For the Video view of the Black Catholic History Month Celebration in Charleston go to 

https://www.facebook.com/BlackCatholicinCharleston/videos/2579581822133512 

 

For a video view of the Black Catholic History Month Celebration in Sumter go to 

https://youtu.be/9bdEZ0OdlNM 

Photo Gallery 
                                                                                        
 

 

Simbang Gabi  Photo Gallery  

Caption: A pictorial view of Simbang Gabi celebrated at St. Mary Magdalene Catholic Church in 
Simpsonville on the 1st day of nine consecutive days from December 16 to December 24. 

 

Black Catholic Heritage Celebration 2019                                                                                     
https://youtu.be/DaJkJnGCCbI 



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCR_eSxFBVn0pBjj2Y0aOapQ/featured?disable_polymer=1 

 https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMG0gthkywWacWJF4yKbSUcpgd9uamCKE 

“A Ministry Moment”                                                                          
http://sccatholic.org/ministry-moment      

What We Have Seen and Heard, A Reflection on Peace 

https://www.facebook.com/dialogueonpeace 

         Black Catholic Ministry                                              

https://www.facebook.com/BlackCatholicinCharleston 

Asian and Pacific Islander Ministry                                           

https://www.facebook.com/DioceseofCharlestonAsianMinistry 

Native American Ministry                                                       

https://www.facebook.com/DioceseofCharlestonAsianMinistry/ 

 

 

204 Douthit Street, Suite A1 

Greenville, SC 29601 

Phone: 864-331-2627  

Fax: 864-331-2631 

Kathleen Merritt  

Director,  KMerritt@charlestondiocese.org 

864-331-2633  

Sr. Roberta Fulton, SSMN,                                              

Assistant Director for the Evangelization of African 

American Catholics  864-704-6559  

RFulton@charlestondiocese.org 

Thuong (Michael) Tran  

Assistant Director , MTran@charlestondiocese.org 

864-331-2620 

Rebecca McNamara                                                                    

Administrative Assistant 

 rmcnamara@charlestondiocese.org   864-331-2627 

Rev. Michael Okere  

Vicar for Black Catholics    803-254-6862 

mokere@charlestondiocese.org         

Rev. David Q. Phan OFM                                               
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